
By Alexia Brown (12)
Wildcat Weekly
Hispanic Heritage 

month is September 
15th and October 15th. 
Palestine Junior High 
School decided to cel-
ebrate this on Sep 27, 
2022. The event started 
at 5:30pm and ran until 
7:30pm. This was a fun 
and energetic event. 
There was music, food 
and celebration all 
around. It was a very joyous atmosphere. Stephanie Whick-

war spoke about the 
definition of hispanic 
heritage and why it is 
important to celebrate 
it. After she spoke the 
mayor of Palestine Jus-
tin Florence spoke he 
said “I am very proud 
and honored to pro-
claim September 15 
- October 15 as His-
panic Heritage Month 
in Palestine. Our His-
panic community plays 

Celebrando la Cultura Hispana

See Cultura Page 4
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Story News Crew 
Photo by Camryn Timmons (12) /Wildcat Weekly. 

Mrs. Camacho and her daughter enjoying  treats  
provided. 

By Camryn Timmons (12)
Wildcat Weekly
Just as the song says, children 

are our future. Most of us would be 
hardpressed to have come up with 
career possibilities in 6th grade, A. 

M. Story students are not like most 
kids. A. M. Story Intermediate has 
gone out of their way to show their 
students that the possibilities are 
truly endless.

Just this year, Story teacher, Mrs. 
Sheryl Quarles, has helped to kick-
off an exciting program for their 
students called The A. M. Story 
News Crew. Not only have these 
students practiced interviews and 
creating live news broadcasts on 
IMovie, but they have also been 
able to exercise their communica-
tion skills and broaden their knowl-
edge of the world of journalism. 
Students will be able to understand 

See Story, Page 3

Photo by Camryn Timmons (12) /Wildcat Weekly
Students pictured, left to right are 6th graders, Shelby Bradford, Jaeden Lacy, 

Analee Lemus, and Jamison Bittick.

By Juliana Cueva (12)
Wildcat Weekly

Joseph Fabian is a high school student 
at PHS who has recently been diagnosed 
with Leukemia. The school has been in 
support of raising awareness for child-
hood cancer and wanted to find a way 
to support one of their own, affected by 
cancer. 

To help Joseph as he battles through 
this difficult time, the Student Council 
wanted to raise money for the Fabian 

Donate 
for Ducks

Photo by Juliana Cueva (12)/Wildcat Weekly
Ducks are being sold during all high school lunches 
for $3 a piece, benefitting  Joseph Fabian and family 

during his battle with Leukemia.

See Joseph, Page 3
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By Natalee Middleton (12)
Wildcat Weekly
Inclusivity is always a good thing, but 

Southside Elementary’s Mrs. Foote has 
taken that it to a whole other level. Mrs. 
Foote had her 3rd-grade class learn about 
American Sign Language (ASL).

This past week after reading a book 
about a deaf man who saves the day and 
becomes the story’s hero, her class began 
learning ASL. Mrs. Foote said, “I chose 
this lesson plan because I wanted to en-
courage acceptance for people who are 
different from my students and I wanted 
to promote understanding. If my kids saw 
another person using sign language they 
would know what it was and they would 
treat those people with respect and know 
more about what sign language is and how 
to communicate”. 

Mrs. Foote put perspective in how 
schools don’t typically have students learn 
ASL. The fact that she was willing to step 
up and teach her students is really special. 

The students appreciated the lesson and 
expressed what they loved best about sign 
language. 

Cooper Tunstall, a 3rd- grader at South-
side Primary said, “You don’t get to learn 
that every day, you can spell all these dif-
ferent types of things with sign language”. 
Isabella Retana conveyed the best part of 
learning sign language is, “Learning how 
to speak another language, that way I can 
interact with other people”. Lilia Stewart 
added, “ My favorite part was learning my 
name”.

Exciting, unique and fun! A wonderful 
way to describe both the lesson and stu-
dents and staff of Southside!

ASL Southside Style !
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Upcoming Events
By Kenzy Ibrom (Sophomore)

Tuesday, October 4
4:00pm- Team Tennis vs Rusk (Home)
4:30pm- HS Girls Volleyball vs Rusk
Thursday, October 6
Girls XC JV/V @Lindale
9:30am- Boys HS Cross Country @
Lindale
4:00pm- Team JV Tennis At Center
Friday, October 7
Student & Staff Holiday
4:30pm- PHS Volleyball At Hudson 
Tuesday, October 11
4:30pm PHS Volleyball at Bullard
Thursday, October 13
Girls XC JH/JV/V District @Jackson-
ville
9:30am Boys District Cross Country 
Meet @Jacksonville
4:30pm 7th/8th Grade Football (HOME)
5:00pm Freshman/JV Football (AWAY)
Friday, October 14
End First Quarter
4:30pm HS GIrls Volleyball vs Jackson-
ville
7:30pm Wildcat Varsity Football VS 
Jacksonville (HOME)
Saturday, October 15
HS Band at UIL Region 21 Marching 
Contest
Monday, October 17
Begin 2nd Quarter
6:00pm Regular Board Meeting
Tuesday, October 18
4:30pm PHS Volleyball at Madisonville
Thursday, October 20
4:30pm 7th/8th Grade Football (AWAY)
5:00pm Freshman/JV Football (HOME)
Friday, October 21
Staff Professional Development
Student Holiday
4:30pm PHS Volleyball at Rusk
7:30pm Wildcat Varsity Football vs 
Lindale (AWAY)
Saturday, October 22
JH All Region Choir Contest
Monday, October 24
8:45am Boys Regional Cross Country 
Meet
Tuesday, October 25
HS Honor Choir Contest
4:30pm HS Girls Volleyball vs Hudson
Thursday, October 27
4:30pm &th/8th Grade Football 
(HOME)
5:00pm Freshman/JV Football (AWAY)
Friday, October 28
7:30pm Wildcat Varsity Football vs 
Henderson (HOME)
Saturday, October 29
HS Band @UIL 4A Area Class C 
Marching Contest
9:00pm Girls BB Scrimmage At Home
Sunday, October 30
1:00pm Girls BB Scrimmage At Home

Story
from page 1

that by watching the news you can 
learn useful, interesting, and even 
fun stories.

Young people often have differ-
ent perspectives than adults. Their 
interests may be sparked in a dif-
ferent area of life, as young stu-

dents’ passions are mainly driven 
by things that they find amusing 
or exciting. This is why the A. M. 
Story News Crew is determined 
to make an impact on their peers 
and fellow students by making 
information about their school 

and community exciting and en-
joyable.

These students worked hard 
to create a fundraising booth to 
display their club at the commu-
nity-wide tailgate before the most 
recent home football game. 

Joseph
from page 1

family. 
Student Council members 

have been selling colorful 
rubber ducks during the high 
school lunch hours, each duck 
is a donation of $3. All the 
proceeds from this fundraiser 
will be gifted to the Fabians to 
show support of Joseph and his 
family. 

On behalf of the Student 
Council, they would like to ask 
everyone to “Join them as they 
help Joseph Fabian’s family in 
growing the rubber duck col-
lections around the community 

in support of childhood cancer 
awareness.” 

Joseph has had a lot to pro-
cess in the last couple of years 
battling leukemia, but he says 
it is “becoming easier to man-
age.” He knew that he would 
receive support; however, he 
has been pleasantly surprised 
by the extra effort and help 
“everyone is putting in [do-
ing] fundraisers” for him and 
his family. Joseph says that 
the support he receives from 
the school and friends “takes a 
load off of [his family] to know 

that people will do almost any-
thing for [them].” Joseph con-
tinues to maintain friendships 
with his school peers, having 
them come over to his house 
and enjoy each other’s compa-
ny. He knows if he ever needed 
any of his friends they would 
be there for him in a heartbeat. 
Joseph would like to thank ev-
eryone for their support and 
help and would like to say to 
the Wildcat Nation, as a whole, 
“Do not let anything or anyone 
define who you are.”

Courtesy Photo

Criminal Justice Practicum Students, gearing up for their next certificate from Texas A&M Engineering Extension 
Service.
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Photo by Camryn Timmons/Wildcat Weekly
Mayor Justin Flornce announcing that Palstine will 

have their own Hispanic Hertiage month across the city. 

Photo by Camryn Timmons/Wildcat Weekly
Mrs. Domiguez and Mrs. Mason dressed in authentic ar-
gentinian clothing at the Hispanic Heritage celebration. 

Photo by Camryn Timmons/Wildcat Weekly
PISD students preparing a painting booth for the 

Hispanic Heritage celebration.

Cultura
from page 1

a very important part of our city, school, and 
community leadership. Their contributions 
help make The United States the best country 
in the world.” and initiated the event for the 
first time. The last person who spoke was Luis 
Giron who translated everything into Span-
ish. There were many different groups repre-
senting some of the Hispanic countries, who 
were handing out different things to represent 
country. There was  a station that  let the lit-
tle kids learn and paint the different Hispanic 
flags. The PHS Spanish Club and the Interact 
Club combined and had a table. They had a 
photobooth with traditional Argentina cloth-
ing. Mrs. Langley said “We had several crafts 
available to students attending our booth.  We 
had a copy of the Argentina flag and students 

were able to tear paper, glue on the appropri-
ate colors and enjoy their work of art.  We had 
two color sheets.  One was a “Mate” which is 
a traditional stainless steel cup that they drink 
hot tea and all sorts of yummy drinks. The oth-
er coloring sheet was a “Gaucho” which is the 
typical cowboy with his horse.  The Interact 
and Spanish Club students had a blast help-
ing the younger children with their crafts and 
dancing to the amazing Spanish music.” The 
Palestine police as well as the Youth Corps 
showed up with a table, they talked and inter-
acted with all of the children and adults. They 
handed out candy, pencils and brochures. 
There was a table that was giving out Hispanic 
drinks.  The PHS Culinary group served ta-
cos, rice, beans, and chips. Verva Bank was 

handing out popcorn, dumb dumbs, piggy 
banks and much more. They dressed up & 
made beautiful flowers to decorate. Vera Bank 
stated “We have two ladies that are from the 
Hispanic. That event meant a lot to them to be 
a part of and celebrating with other nationali-
ties.We had our promotional bank items with 
us to help acknowledge the youth in learning 
about starting up checking accounts. Students 
can start up checking or savings accounts at 
the age of 13 with the consent of a parent.” 
There was one more table that gave out a pina 
colada flavored slushie,  Arroz con leche pud-
ding, and a type of brittle. This was truly a fan-
tastic event to represent the Hispanic culture.

Photo by Camryn Timmons/Wildcat Weekly
Vera Bank employees supporting Hispanic Heritage with goodies for guests at the 

event. 

Photo by Camryn Timmons/Wildcat Weekly
Mrs. Mason’s practicum culinary class serving tacos, beans, rice, and chips at the 

Hispanic Heritage event. Photo by Camryn Timmons/Wildcat Weekly
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Wildcat SportsWildcat Sports

Photo by Camryn Timmons/Wildcat Weekly

Palestine’s Freshman Football team leaving an offensive huddle near the endzone preparing to score.

Photo by Camryn Timmons/Wildcat 
Weekly
Ladaveon Thompson running to get a 
first down putting Palestine on the one 

yard line at the Freshman game.

Courtesy Photo
From left to right Mario Escalante, Divine Amoke, Ceasar Morales, David Arredondo, Sebastion Ledesma-Hernandez, Ismael Gonzales, Baltasar Quevedo, Abraham Sanchez, 

and Cruz Villanueva at the Varsity Cross Country meet September 28th in Elkhart.



Page 6     Wildcat Weekly        September 30, 2022

Submitted Photo
Mrs. Garcia’s class working on Eureka math using interactive technology.

Photo by Cassidy Crawford (10)/Journalism Club
Mrs. Neugebauer’s CTE Robotics class working on testing out their schimmers. 

Courtesy photo

A kindergarten student from Mrs. Jackson’s class stacking, building ladders for picking 

and basket building for a creative thinking project after reading Johnny Appleseed. 


